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classes who are not attached to or identified with any such specialized organization, are incapable, under present conditions, of any power of concerted action. The M. C. U. exists to weld together those unorganized and unrepresented middle classes into a strong, practical, coordinated entity for the protection of common interests. The very existence of a representative and powerful organization such as this will produce a moderating and a stimulating influence in the political and economic life of the nation."
In the comparatively short period since its inauguration the English Middle Classes' Union has been conducting an active campaign and appears to be meeting with a good measure of success.
Unions of the Professions
England seems to be the only country where a general middle class organization for general ends has as yet been formally attempted. But in a number of countries in different parts of the world, including England itself, middle class organizations of single professions or allied callings looking toward the protection and betterment of their special circles are to-day in operation. I have already mentioned the middle class organizations of North Germany which may be considered the pioneers of the movement. These organizations sprung spontaneously into being in several North German cities early in the present year when Spartacides (i. e., German Bolsheviki) had acquired local control. But the oppressed bourgeois presently took the "class solidarity" leaf out of the Spartacides' book; at least, the members of the allied group of professions connected with the public health took such action. The amalgamated doctors, nurses, hospital attendants, pharmacists, civic health officials, and kindred callings declared "counter strikes," and sick proletarians could thenceforth obtain neither drugs nor medical attendance, while proletarian patients were left unattended in their beds. So effective was this action of only a part of the middle classes that in at least two cities the Spartacides were forced to terms without any aid having been extended the counter strikers by the Federal troops.
The United States has not yet witnessed a middle class union of the general type, but local organizations of single professional and business callings have already begun. For instance, toward the end of August a union of clerks and other salaried em-